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Annual General Meeting 2011 
 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at 1.30 pm on 15th September 2011 at 
the RNIB, 12-14 Hillside Crescent, Edinburgh 
 
Present: Stanley Flett (Chairman & Individual Member), John Ballantine 
(Treasurer & Individual), Stephen Joyce (Deafblind Scotland), Lilian 
Lawson (SCOD), Jim McKay (Individual), John Moore (LCTS), Patrick 
Nyamurandira (ScotRail), Alan Rees, (Secretary & Individual Member ), 
Roddy MacTaggart (Aberdeen City Council), Hussein Patwa (Individual), 
Amanda Burt (Individual), Yvonne Waddell (Interpreter), Lisa Stapleton 
(Interpreter), Vivienne Wardman (Arthritis Care), Mike Harrison (Individual, 
HcL & Transform Scotland). 
 
Minute Taker:  Frances Simpson (Meetings Organiser/Minute Secretary) 
 
Apologies: 
Derek Dewar (Individual), Anne Young (SEAG), John MacDonald (CTA), 
Pauline Nolan (Inclusion Scotland), Donald Anderson (GCIL), Arthur Cowie 
(Lochaber Disability Access Panel), Bill Scott (Inclusion Scotland), Kate 
Sandford (Quarriers), Terry Robinson (Individual), Jim Ritchie (Individual), 
Chris Clark (Transport Scotland), Paul Cross (Individual), Kate Cross 
(Individual), Margaret Gilroy (Individual), Rod Murchiston (Individual), Jane 
Horsburgh (Guide Dogs). 
 
1. Welcome and introductions 
Stanley Flett welcomed members to the meeting and thanked RNIB for 
hosting it. He invited those present to introduce themselves. 
 
2. Apologies for absence 
The apologies were accepted. 
 
3. Minutes of the AGM on 16th September 2010 



The Minutes had been circulated and were adopted on a proposal from Jan 
Goodall, seconded by Jim McKay. 
 
4.Matters arising. 
a)  Increase to subscriptions:  this had been a success with almost 100% 
subs renewed.  We will not be asking for another increase in the near 
future if all remains the same. 
 
b)  Budget Cuts:  the meeting deplored what seemed to be an attack on 
disabled people as an easy target for cuts. Welfare Reform has badly 
affected transport users.  Inclusion Scotland has raised an effective lobby, 
as has Quarriers, and SATA would wish to support the campaign against 
the cuts, and asked members to express their views via another body:  
“The Hardest Hit” by Arthritis Care – there are details on line about a 
demonstration held outside the Parliament. 
 
5. Annual Report for 2010/11   
Alan Rees, Secretary, presented the 2010/11 annual report, copies of which 
had been circulated by e-mail and were available at the meeting. 
 
He highlighted the following: 
 

• SATA has managed to sustain membership in spite of small increase 
in subs and he expressed thanks to members as we rely on subs 
having no grants from any charitable source 

• The organisation had held a number of meeting with thought 
provoking presentations 

• Welcome to Frances Simpson, Meetings’ Organiser 
• A number of issues that SATA was taking forward included the 

concern over the cuts in services; the proposal to establish a Bus 
Forum to work more closely with bus operators; a submission to the 
last consultation held by the EHRC (and Euan Page is to speak to the 
meeting this afternoon) 

• Welfare Reform will be an on-going concern for SATA 
• SATA made a response to the Government’s DPTAC consultation so 

far but was keeping a watching brief on developments.  There is to 
be a further consultation later this year and SATA will keep members 
informed 

 



He then asked the membership to note a small amendment to the Report:  
the stated increase shown in the accounts should be a decrease and he 
apologised for this typographical error. 
 
Questions 
 

• Lilian Lawson asked if the meeting was quorate and Alan Rees was 
able to confirm that we needed only 10 members present which we 
exceeded. 

 
The Report was accepted unanimously by a show of hands. 
  
Alan Rees expressed his thanks to the Office Bearers and Committee 
Members for their support over the year. 
 
6. Financial Statement 2009-10 
John Ballantine, Treasurer, presented the financial statement which had 
been circulated by e-mail and copies were available at the meeting.  
 
He said that there had been a healthy financial surplus for the year to 31st 
March 2011 of £1,300 and there was a carry forward of £3,000; so the 
organisation was in a healthy financial state.  Our only real cost was for 
meetings and all other costs were small. 
 
Questions 
 

• Lilian Lawson asked about remuneration for Frances Simpson and 
John confirmed that Frances was paid £100 per session plus travel 
expenses.  That will show in the next year’s accounts as Frances did 
not start receiving payment until May 2011.There is £600 a year in 
the budget for this post. 

• Mike Harrison asked how we reduced the cost of meetings by such a 
large amount and this was explained by Stan as being due to RNIB 
paying for venues; and Perth City Council paying for last AGM.  
Thanks also went to Transport Scotland for the previous meeting.  
As we cannot rely on continued generosity, we are budgeting for 
£300 per meeting. 

• Jan Goodall asked about the payment of £60 in subscriptions in the 
previous year with nothing forecast for this year.  John explained that 



his was due to one sub being cancelled and another being offered on 
a different pro bono basis.  We have, however, already paid £20 for a 
sub this year. 

 
Adoption of the Statement was proposed by Douglas Hush, seconded by 
Douglas Gilroy and approved. 
 
7. Appointment of Independent Examiner 
The re-appointment of Mrs June Morrison was proposed by John 
Ballantine, seconded by Jim McKay and carried unanimously.  
 
8. Election of Office Bearers and Management Committee Members 
Alan Rees announced that nominations for the following had been received 
and circulated with mini-biographies. Apart from the position of Vice Chair, 
they were duly elected uncontested. 
 
Office Bearers Chair   Douglas Gilroy 
   Vice Chair  Jim McKay and Terry Robinson 
   Secretary  Alan Rees 
   Treasurer  John Ballantine 
    
Committee Members 
   Stan Flett  
   Jane Horsburgh 
   John MacDonald 
   Jim McKay/Terry Robinson (depending on outcome of 
vote) 
   Mike Harrison 
   Pauline Nolan 
   Rod Murchiston 
       
This gives us 11 members out of a possible 12 and the Committee 
proposed that they leave this one space to allow for co-option, unless there 
is an additional nomination from the floor. 
 
A vote was held for the position of Vice Chair and Jim McKay was duly 
elected.  Terry will now serve as a Committee Member. Jim expressed his 
thanks for the confidence the meeting had shown in him in electing his as 
Vice Chair. 
 



Douglas Gilroy expressed his thanks for being elected and said a few 
words about Stan, who was retiring after a number of years. 
 
Stan Flett had not only carried out his duties at meetings, but had been a 
tireless volunteer with SATA, travelling anywhere he was needed to meet 
people to try to resolve transport problems.  He was willing to extend a 
hand of friendship to anyone to help and had been a great help to Alan and 
John, and a great ambassador for SATA.  So, although Douglas was glad 
for the honour of serving as Chair, he was sad that Stan was having to 
move on.   
 
Douglas Gilroy also took the chance to thank Maggie Killin who had served 
as Vice Chair who sadly could not be with us today. He asked the meeting 
to approve the conferring of Honorary Life Membership on both Stan and 
Maggie in recognition of their service to SATA and the meeting agreed. 
 
Stan Flett said a few words of thanks to Douglas and SATA members for 
their support over the years.  Being Chair of SATA had been a challenge, 
but the support he had received from the committee had been invaluable to 
him.  He offered his best wishes for the meeting, and for the new 
committee members and office bearers, and his heartfelt thanks to Alan 
Rees for his hard work for SATA. It had been a great honour to lead an 
organisation like SATA in helping people to use public transport. 
 
Alan Rees acknowledged the contribution of the retiring member, Jim 
Ritchie, and welcomed Mike Harrison and Pauline Nolan to the Committee. 
   
9. SATA Achievement Award 
 
Alan Rees had circulated a paper for the membership to consider that had 
been discussed by the Committee at the morning meeting.  This would be 
the only award of its kind to recognise improvements and encourage 
innovation in accessible transport in Scotland.  It is a modest award but a 
mark of respect and appreciation of individuals and organisations. 
 
This is still an outline and the proposal was that a small group would be 
convened to agree the detail if the membership approved the Award in 
principle.  This approval was given unanimously by a show of hands. 
  
10. Resolutions 



No resolutions were proposed. 
 
11.  AOCB 
 
There were no items raise and Stan Flett closed the meeting by thanking 
members for their participation and support. 
 
The meeting closed at 2.15pm.  
 
 
 


